78
events
8,752
attendance
54
members
1,080
hours contributed by
60
volunteers
3,415
Facebook followers
1,110
E-news subscribers
1970
Instagram followers
659
Twitter followers

Annual Report
2018

Arts Mildura would like to acknowledge all the Traditional Aboriginal tribes on
whose land that we work and the Museum of Innocence is located, being the first
people of this land. We pay our respects to the people, land, water and animals.
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Welcome from chair
Dear Mildura community members and art lovers
Welcome to our 2018 general report! I am firstly very pleased to report that through
2018 we had a 25% increase from number of events, workshops, exhibitions, lectures
and performances that we presented through in 2017, and that this increase resulted in
a 16% increase in audience. This incremental maximisation of the reach of AM’s
programs is a very important measure of how the renewed commitment to AM’s future
by the board and staff has begun to manifest through increased audiences and
intensified artists’ contributions’.
Through this period we also doubled the number of volunteers we have attracted to
our organization and we have increased our membership by 35%. With the addition of
the Mildura Fringe audience to our social media reach, our followers across all
platforms have doubled since 2017.
In 2018 we made some big changes to our programming in an effort to engage more
authentically with the diverse members of our community, and to ensure all Mildurians
had the opportunity to get involved with our program. In order to better support such
efforts we grew the team to include a part-time Administration and Events support
person.
Yarn Fest proved to be an enormous success! Presented over two weeks in various
iconic Mildura sites, large audiences enjoyed a series of word-based performances,
readings and events that might be described as experience sharing, during which 13
community groups and 74 individuals shared their life narratives with many new
members of our community. The addition of Mildura Fringe to the AM program
certainly engaged younger audiences and both challenged and extended the
boundaries for Arts Mildura events in terms of venues, artists and audiences.

Consequently we are able to report that because of such greatly increased activity by
the end of 2018 AM found itself in a healthy financial position. We are most grateful
for the support we have received from Creative Victoria whose staff visited us several
times over the year in order to attend meetings and events such as the Art of Football
and Mildura Fringe Summer Thrills Festival. We are also most grateful for the
contributions (over $100,000 of cash and in-kind support) our extensive list of patrons
and sponsors generously made to our organisation in support of AM’s program of
events during 2018.
I am most grateful for the guidance that the AM board members, with their diverse
range of skills, have contributed to AM’s renewed momentum, underpinned by a
commitment to such learning experiences as our strategic planning sessions guided by
Wendy Brooks and her consulting team.
Our premises at 33 Deakin have become a thriving and activated space with artist’s
studios, residencies, workshops, events and many community groups accessing the
space for their creative activities. We acknowledge the very generous support of Ross
Lake and Helen Vivian, allowing our operations to take place at 33 Deakin rent-free as
well as being exempted from all associated running costs.
2018 has been a key year in the 25-year history of AM, a year which has seen us
renew our commitment to AM’s future by objectively assessing its past in order to
most productively redouble our efforts to maximise current opportunities. I am
confident that in the next two years our vision will crystallize further to reflect the
progressive and optimistic approach we have developed to further enhance our artsled community engagement program. We are currently working very hard to ensure
that both our governance and our business development strategy can effectively
provide the foundation that will facilitate both the building and the long-term
sustenance of the thriving regional arts organization we have always envisaged AM to
be. There’s much to celebrate and much more to come!
Domenico de Clario
Arts Mildura chair 2018
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2018 Sponsors and Patrons
106.7 Hot FM
27 Deakin
Aesop
Andrew Peace Wines
ArtRageUs
Chalmers Wines
Corprate Moose
Collins Booksellers
Copyright Agency Cultural Fund
Creative Victoria
Cultivator
Devilees
Di Povey Design
Duxton Asset Management
Fosseys
GAF Hire
Gargouille
Gecko Physiotherapy
Government of the United States
La Trobe University Mildura
MAE Hire
Mildura Entertainment
Mildura Living Magazine
Mildura Party Hire
Mildura Traffic Management
Mildura Rural City Council
Mildura Vetineray Hospital
One Idea
One Stop Wholesaler
Park Douglas Printing

PEN Melbourne
Quality Hotel Mildura Grand
Ross Lake & Helen Vivian
Sandbar
Saunders Design Group
Slow Food Mildura
Soundtrap
Stefano’s
St Josephs College
Sunnyland Press
Sunraysia Arts & Learning
Sunraysia Daily
Sunraysia Mallee Ethnic Communities
Council
TASCO Petroleum
The Garret
The Mildura Cemetery Trust
UpStart Mildura
Vittoria Coffee
Wentworth Arts
Wentworth & District Community Bank
Writers Victoria

2018 Arts Mildura Board
Domenico de Clario- Chair
Tony Alessi- Deputy Chair
Karen Simpson- Treasurer
Marianne van Dijk- Secretary
Loren Caulfield
Dylan Leayr
Ricky Mitchell
Di Povey
Dan Tesoriero
Alex Treloar
Bob Utber
Jason Modica- Observer (MRCC)

2018 Staff
Rachel Kendrigan – Executive Director
Cate Milne- Administration & Events Support

Arts Mildura board 2018. Cr Jake Modica, Domenico de Clario, Bob Utber, Loren Caulfield, Dylan
Leayr, Alex Treloar, Di Povey, Marianne van Dijk, Karen Simpson, Tony Alessi.
Absent: Ricky Mitchell, Dan Tesoriero
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Mildura Contemporary
Practice
Curators
Domenico de Clario & Rachel Kendrigan
2018 saw a transformation of the premises at 33 Deakin Avenue into a thriving, busy
community art space with a wide variety of exhibitions, performances, workshops,
seminars, community events and creative works in progress.

2018 participating artists where Sam Lloyd, Ren Walters, Kim Kerze & Linda Luke. Artists
were given 24-hour access to the space as well as the opportunity to exhibit/perform in
the Museum of Innocence. Accommodation was provided by local community members
and a small per diem provided. In 2019 we hope to extend on this program by sourcing
an accommodation partner and funding to support artist fees.

We wish to acknowledge the generous patronage of TASCO
Petroleum for use of the premises at 33 Deakin Avenue for
the Arts Mildura office, Museum of Innocence and Gallery F

museum of innocence Mildura (MIM) gallery is committed to offering opportunities for
both practitioners and interested others to participate in an open-minded engagement
with a wide range of creative possibilities, consequently perceiving such encounters as
possibilities for new thinking. In 2018 many local and national artists were hosted at
MIM with a goal to focus on community engagement, and experimental opportunities
for artists.
Gallery F artist run space continues to be run fully by a committee of volunteers,
showcasing and fostering the skills of our local artists. Five small rooms were cleaned
out and are now available for rent to local artists/community workers at an affordable
weekly rate, providing them access to wi-fi, printing, 24-hour access, and to be part of a
creative community. Local design organisation Cultivator have taken up residence, as
well as independent artist Tina Coxall, and Arts Mildura volunteer Alison MacGregor.
In 2018 we began to explore the possibilities of hosting a residency program at Arts
Mildura. A large, light filled studio at 33 Deakin was cleaned out and set up with access
to all facilities required for intense making, researching and collaborating.
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NAIDOC week exhibition at MIM, July 2018

MUSEUM OF INNOCENCE (MIM)
FEB-APRIL
Domenico de Clario
Curator/founder of the museum of innocence Mildura, shared a display of a variety of
works spanning his prolific career of performance and making.
MARCH
Local & Fluent
A 3-day series of spirited music and performance encouraging collaboration between
local and visiting artists. Opening with a collaboration between five female artists for
international Women’s Day.
MAY-JUNE
Super-Natural
Works drawn from the private collection of our patrons Helen Vivian and Ross Lake.
Three artists whose work embodies a deeply personal investigation of identity and its
relationship to place- Filomena Coppola, Rachel Kendrigan, and Jill Orr.
JULY
NAIDOC week
Arts Mildura hosted an exhibition of local Indigenous art in celebration of NAIDOC
week, featuring historical documents, video documentaries, poetry, dance, traditional
tools and artefacts, and artwork by Aunty Peggy Thomas.
AUGUST
Tsuka
An exhibition of Contemporary Japanese Photography, curated by Dr. Kristian
Haggblom, and travelled from the Centre of Contemporary Photography, Melbourne.
This project uses Tsuka monuments and ideas associated with them as the starting
point for visual investigations by a selection of contemporary Japanese artists who use
still and moving photography, and the photobook.
Body Landscape
Supported by Regional Arts Victoria, international artist Frank van de Ven (Amsterdam)
facilitated a workshop for local and visiting artists. Utilising Body Weather, a
comprehensive training and performance practice that investigates the intersections of
bodies and their environments.

SEPTEMBER
The Art of Football
Arts Mildura board member Bob Utber, curated what he describes as the largest
assembly of football art ever seen in Australia at the one place at the one time. 120
exhibits across 3 galleries, 694 visitors and 29 artists. The exhibition drew large
numbers, exploring the intersection between art and sport.
OCTOBER
Sam Lloyd - The Mystery of the Missing Library
Sam Lloyd undertook a residency at Arts Mildura, to research and prepare for his
2019 exhibition at Mildura Arts Centre. Sam hosted various talks, and completed 12
works, culminating in an immersive, interactive exhibition in MIM.
Australian Print Triennial
A major international art event spearheaded by private Mildura gallery The Art Vault.
MIM hosted ‘Old stories and new narratives: recent Indigenous prints’
NOVEMBER
Under the Lithosphere
Artists in residence Linda Luke (NSW) and Kim Kerze (TAS) worked alongside local
artist Rachel Kendrigan, on an intensive one week exploration project Under the
Lithosphere. Drawing research ideas from the Martin Redfern text 'The Earth- A Very
Short Introduction' and responding to local landscapes.
The Best of Bold
Arts Mildura has partnered with local initiative BOLD magazine to create an
exhibition featuring young local artists who have contributed artwork to the six
issues of the magazine over the last three years. Local art student Loughie Kemp was
asked to take the lead and curate the exhibition, working under the mentorship of
Arts Mildura.
DECEMBER
Wes Walters - The Art of the pre-cursor (in the studio)
Ren Walters is an artist performer, musician and academic. This installation of his
father’s work was presented in conjunction with a retrospective exhibited at Mildura
Arts Centre. Ren presented a range of performances in the space alongside other
artists as well as a floor talk.
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“My residency with Arts Mildura enabled me to explore new
directions in my work, in a friendly and supportive environment.
Residencies are important to artists by providing time, space and
facilities to undertake in-depth research, develop skills and ideas,
refresh and innovate. My residency has been a genuine pleasure,
invigorating my work as part of an ongoing process of reconnecting with my creative roots in Mildura.”

Gallery F
Chair
Committee

Sam Lloyd-2018 artist in residence

Ann Hayward
Jenna Matthews
Kerryn Sylvia
Lyn McDonald
Bob Jankowski
Win Moser
Gwyneth Pender
Jayne Bawden
Renae Pennicuik

Gallery F is a volunteer run organisation that seeks to support local artists and crafts
people in their creative journey. They aim to develop opportunities for building artists
skills and knowledge through exhibition opportunities, workshops and professional
development. The space is welcoming of artists in all sages of their careers.
In 2018 Gallery F presented 12 exhibitions, supporting over 50 local artists, many
through their first exhibition experiences. Opening nights were well attended with
strong support from the community and over 3,000 people visiting the gallery spaces
over the year.
Gallery F enables local artists to demonstrate and share with the public their creative
skills, often for the first time, and to engage with their communities as artists. The
Gallery acknowledges local student artists from High School, TAFE and Latrobe by
offering affordable end of year shows in a public gallery.
Frank van de Ven, Body Landscape workshop, August 2018
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FEBRUARY/MARCH
Sandra Tierney- Nature’s Kaleidoscope
Local painter who draws inspiration from nature.
APRIL
Basket Weavers Group Show- Stepping out
Local weavers group showing a variety of work and conducting workshops
MAY
Gallery F Group show- Quoted
An exhibition calling to responses to famous quotes
JUNE
Jan Coombe- Bling, Blooms and Birds
Local painter responding to wildlife and flora.
JULY
Gabby McDonald & Lyn McDonald- Aussie Backyards
Grandmother and granddaughter duo, exploring the notion of the ‘backyard’
AUGUST
Walter Ison- Cabaret Punk
Prolific local artist using variety of mediums to explore the punk movement
Josh Taylor- Vicious Idiot
Young art students first solo exhibition
SEPTEMBER
The Art of Football curated by Bob Utber
A Celebration of Australian football culture expressed through art
OCTOBER
Dante Alighieri Society Group show
Creatives from the Mildura Italian Community
NOVEMBER
Trash to Art
Competition in response to creating artwork from Trash with Awards presented.
DECEMBER
TAFE & La Trobe University students- Merge
Student group show featuring work by student artists and designers.
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Gallery F artists and committee, 2018

Mildura Fringe
Founding Committee
Bek Tankard
Morgan Appleby
Ruby Bant
Suze Gehrig

Cate Milne
Russell Lamatina
Rach Kendrigan
Tony Alessi

A new initiative of Arts Mildura, the Fringe crew consists of a group of 20-35 year old
locals who are passionate about ‘shaking things up in the country’
Our missions and how we plan to do it:
uncover local hidden gems and showcase their talent
Call out of local acts to apply for each event
reclaim our urban spaces
Make an effort to seek venues that are unique, unconventional and unofficial
celebrate our diversity and be inclusive
Seek out all members of our community and encourage their involvement
Take risks and push the boundaries of how the Mildura community sees itself
Fresh programming that is uncensored, raunchy, and gritty
Low cost production and low cost tickets
Utilise local talent and support, keep tickets affordable and attendance accessible
The Mildura Fringe committee have enjoyed bringing fresh ideas to the community of
Mildura, and bringing together a diverse range of community members. Our audiences
have been engaged, uplifted and our events full of acceptance and respect for all who
perform and attend. Mildura Fringe has been a key initiative of Arts Mildura in driving
diverse community engagement and broadening audiences. The community are getting
excited about seasonal Fringe events in Mildura and in 2019 each one will have a unique
theme.

Summer Thrills featuring Loughie Kemps projection art, December 2018

‘In ecology, there’s a theory called the ‘edge effect'
which describes how the greatest diversity is found at the
fringes, where different communities meet.
I look at our region, where earth meets water and three states
& two major rivers converge and hope we can explore ways to
connect more, celebrate our differences, reinvigorate spaces
and keep things edgy. ’
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Suze Gehrig- Fringe committee member

JUNE
MILDURA FRINGE LAUNCH alongside YarnFest Launch
SLAM POETRY
Our Mildura Fringe launch in June was a Slam Poetry night and was a huge success.
We invited Zohab Khan, an educator, spoken word poet, motivational speaker,
didgeridoo player, musician and hip-hop artist to deliver a Slam Poetry workshop to
interested locals. That evening we launched Mildura Fringe in the shabby upstairs area
of the Sandbar, a former banker’s residence. 6 workshop participants performed along
with 5 local hip-hop artists and 2 local dancers. Zohab Khan performed a powerful set
of Slam Poetry along themes of social acceptance, multicultural issues in society and
internal battles of self-love.

The Thong Dress, Trashion Parade November 2018

Zohab Zee Khan performing at Mildura Fringe & Yarn Fest Launch June 2018

NOVEMBER
TRASHION PARADE
Each year the Christie Centre run a creative competition called Trash to Art, where
members of the community are invited to enter an artwork made from Trash. The
final exhibition and announcement of winners was held at Gallery F. Mildura Fringe
decided to leverage on this event as sustainability, upcycling and eco consciousness
are prominent themes of interest. Mildura Fringe co-hosted a Trashion Parade as
part of the Trash to Art opening night. The Easy Browns- a truckstop chicken jam
band from Melbourne entertained the crowd, along with local artist Walter Ison
performing his David Bowie Tribute show, and Canberra based slam poet CJ
Bowerbird performing. Two categories – best op shop outfit and best trash outfit,
and many hand-made upcycled trophies were awarded. The event was successful in
bringing together creative communities with diverse abilities to mingle, laugh and
bond.
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DECEMBER
SUMMER THRILLS
Summer Thrills was born from the idea of embracing the thrill of the Mildura summer.
Activating Tschirpig Lane in Mildura, the event involved a number of attached
businesses to make it possible. This event was purely put on by, and for, the
community. 20 volunteers, 6 sponsors and over $5,000 worth of in-kind support made
this event a reality. Over 250 attendees came along for a boogie, purchased merch
and contributed to the good vibes amongst our diverse and wonderful community
members! The event supported local creatives: Loughie Kemp a young art student
produced projections across the laneway, Walter Ison installed a creative performance
space, and brothers Khalil Nyabenda & Daniel Bukuru from the Burundian Community
performed an uplifting and positive set of original music. Four generous bands
travelled all the way from Melbourne to play for us: China Beach, Karate Boogaloo,
Isabelle Skye and Easy Browns.

Yarn Fest
Founders
Rachel Kendrigan & Mel Castleman
A new initiative of Arts Mildura, Yarn Fest presented 10 events over 10 days for the
community of Mildura. A new concept for Arts Mildura, the focus was looking at what
we already have to celebrate within our own community and drawing inspiration from
the people around us.
It was important for Arts Mildura to develop a Festival that was by the people, for the
people. Part of this reasoning was to develop stronger relationships with other
community groups and gain trust from the local community that we can deliver
engaging, inspiring and relevant events.
74 individuals shared stories and 13 community groups/local businesses were involved.
Yarn Fest was a low cost and easily manageable event due to the many partner groups
involved. We kept the ticket prices low at $10 per person with 12 and under free. A
majority of events were well attended and feedback has been very positive.

Khalil Nyabenda & Daniel Bukuru perform at Summer Thrills, December 2018

95% of surveyed attendees agreed they felt moved or
inspired by the experience
94% of surveyed attendees felt Yarn Fest was
relevant to our community
82% of surveyed attendees feel more connected to their
community after attending
100% of surveyed attendees are likely to attend and
recommend to others in future
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POETRY BOOTCAMP with Zohab Khan
Arts Mildura invested in a visit from Sydney based artist Zohab Khan- educator, spoken
word poet, motivational speaker, didgeridoo player, musician and hip-hop artist. 12
locals attended a 2-hour workshop with Zohab on writing and performing poetry.
FRINGE SLAM – Festival Launch in conjunction with launch of Mildura Fringe
6 workshop participants performed along with 5 local hip hop artists and 2 local dancers.
Zohab Khan performed a powerful set of Slam Poetry along themes of social acceptance,
multicultural issues in society and internal battles of self-love.
BREAKING BREAD with Slow Food Mildura
5 local growers and makers presented to a packed audience, telling stories of growing
and making their produce, whilst sharing samples around the circle. The Slow Food
movement focuses on good, clean, and fair food, and aims to encourage people to
support local.

THE TALKING DEAD with Mildura Cemetery Trust and Cr Jake Modica
Cr Jake Modica researched and shared historical local stories at the Nichols Point
Cemetery, and finished the tour at the grave of his grandparents, sharing a poem that he
wrote for them. Tears and hugs were shared and the crowd dispersed to wander the
cemetery and visit their own loved ones.
UNITED SONG with Kathy Dubois
Kathy Dubois, a local musician and singer, shared with us her experience in working with
people with intellectual disabilities and mental health disorders. Luke from ArtRageUs
studios, shared his experience of working with Kathy to write his own songs. The group
then went through the process together, creating and performing a shared song.
TEN MINUTES OF MY LIFE with ArtRageUs studios
A live Q&A with a panel of 9 people with disabilities. Raw, honest and amusing, the
panel also shared with us stories through theatre, dance and singing. The crowd mingled
afterwards with many people saying they felt more comfortable to approach people in
the community with disabilities.
DREAMTIME UNDER THE STARS with local Indigenous Elders
We gathered by the Murray River, under the stars, by the fire and sat on the dirt, shared
stories. We were welcomed by a smoking ceremony, treated to Johnny Cakes cooked on
the fire and heard poetry and singing by local indigenous elders and artists.
TALKING TABOO with Hot FM and Fosseys Gin
A late night session of G&T’s at our local Ginporium, community radio station HotFM
presented a live broadcast of their show Talking Taboo. Gin master Steve Timmis shared
historical stories of the Setts building, formally a men’s club, which launched Taboo and
humorous conversations about gender equality.

Dreamtime Under the Stars, YarnFest 2018
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HUMAN LIBRARY with Sunraysia Mallee Ethnic Communities Council
7 members of our local community who come from a migrant or refugee
background volunteered to share their stories at the Human Library. Set up like
speed dating, audience members had 5 minutes to talk one on one with a library
subject. SMECC EO Dean Whickham shared his experiences working with migrants
and refugees and provided advice on ways to help make new arrivals feel welcome.
OFF THE RECORD with UpStart and Mayor Mark Eckel
Social enterprise co-working space UpStart hosted us for an evening of sharing vinyl
records. Audience members brought along a record to share. Our Mayor Mark Eckel
interviewed each person on their memories of the record before we all sat back and
listened to a song together.
2018 PARTNERS
ArtRageUs Studios
Christie Centre
Councillor Jake Modica
Fosseys Ginporium
Hot FM Community Radio
Mildura Fringe
Mildura Cemetery Trust
Mayor Mark Eckel
Maraura Elders
Sandbar
Slow Food Mildura
Sunraysia Mallee Ethnic Communites Council
TASCO
UpStart Mildura
Word Travels

ArtRageUs artists performing at YarnFest 2018

“Arts Mildura knocked it fair out of the park with the
inaugural Yarn Fest. The feedback has been glowing! A
program that was quintessentially local and offered
something for everyone in our awesomely diverse community.
An exciting new direction for Mildura's festival scene.”
Ali Cupper, Independent MP
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Mildura Writers Festival
July 2018

Artistic Director
Chair
Management team
Committee

Paul Kane
Hilary Thiele
Helen Healy & Donata Carrazza
Stefano de Pieri
Judi Harris
Win Scott
Brenda Brodie
Kim Wildman
Sheridan Stewart
Maree Jones

The calibre of the authors is impressive, including two Pulitzer prize winners and a
Nobel laureate and contributes to attracting audiences and raising the prestige of the
already well regarded Festival.
The Mildura Writers Festival again experienced increased audience numbers and
overall package sales, with most events at capacity. This year, visitors represented
78%, with the remaining 22% participants coming from the region.

Established in 1994, the Mildura Writers Festival presents three days of words, food
and wine featuring Australian and international writers. Essentially for writers and
readers, with an emphasis on place and conviviality, it is considered to be one of the
finest literary events in the country. As it continues to grow in stature the committee
and volunteers work tirelessly to ensure guests and visitors to the festival experience a
high-quality event.
The Mildura Writers Festival, with celebrated Australian poet Les Murray as its patron,
has become known as one of the nation’s most enjoyable literary events. In recent
years the festival has grown to draw audiences from local lovers of writing and reading
and increasingly from further afield as the reputation for intimacy, quality and
conviviality grows.
Artistic director Paul Kane, awarded an honorary doctorate (honoris causa) in 2013
from La Trobe University for his contributions to the cultural life of Australia and to the
La Trobe University community, continues to build on the partnerships with La Trobe
University to present celebrated Australian and International authors.
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Philip Hodgins Memorial Medal Dinner.
Presenter, Helen Hodgins; winner, David Malouf and judge, Barry Hill.

2018 GUEST AUTHORS
Louise Allan
Robyn Davidson
Barry Hill
Jane Hirshfield
James Ley
David Malouf

Mildura Indigenous Writers Award (2015) – Iman Westhead Davies
Presented in collaboration with PEN Melbourne and Mallee District Aboriginal
Services, the award was judged and presented in 2018 by award winning poet,
Marie Munkara who chose the winner for his piece ‘Why the date of Australia Day
should be changed’. Writing workshops for the participants were conducted by
Rebecca Butterworth (April 2018) and Marie Munkara (July 2018).

Cate Kennedy
Sian Prior
Les Murray
Marie Munkara
Paul Kane

AWARDS AND INITIATIVES
Philip Hodgins Memorial Medal (1996)
Acknowledges an Australian author who best reflects the high standards and
distinguished literary accomplishments that Philip Hodgins consistently advocated and
exemplified in his poetry. David Malouf became the 22nd winner of the award taking
home a beautifully crafted medal and $5000 prize money.
US Consulate General, Melbourne supported author (2012) – Jane Hirshfield
The Festival has hosted high calibre American authors who represent winners of the
Pulitzer Prize, Fulbright Scholarship, PEN USA Lifetime Achievement Award, National
Book Critics Circle Award and a member of The American Academy of Arts and Letters
and represent some of America’s major literary institutions.
Writers in Action (2014) – Thirty nine particpants
A collaboration with La Trobe University offering students the opportunity to complete
an accredited La Trobe subject while attending the Bendigo or Mildura Writers
Festivals. It gives students the chance to network with experienced authors and other
key players in the writing world.

Mildura Writers Residency (2015)- Sian Prior
The Residency invites and supports writers to propose a project that will enhance
the regional or national cultural landscape. The awarded residency provides a
private studio in Mildura for the month of July, access to the region for research and
workshops and a place in the Festival program.
Tina Kane Emergent Writers Award (2016) – Lousie Allan
Honoring Tina Kane, who had been for twenty years—as a 2014 citation of her
noted—‘a presence to rely on, engaging with writers, locals and visitors, making
them feel welcome in the space she creates around herself, which is one of curiosity,
intimacy and genuine good will’. Tina was particularly welcoming to young and
newly emergent writers.

“Here’s the thing: you all need to come to the next Mildura
Writers Festival because it will make your heart beat faster
and warmer and fill your minds and bellies with rich
nourishment …and there is also this river.”
Sian Prior, 2018 guest writer
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Mildura Summer Music
Festival
January 2018
Artistic Director
Chair
Committee

Visiting artists presented well-attended master classes and private lessons for local
musicians, including piano, violin, cello, guitar, flute and voice, offering a rare
opportunity for our local young and emerging artists.
The Festival aims to support young musicians access to events, providing a
discounted ticket price of $15 for students, and children under 12 free. Total
attendance across the Festival was over 330 dedicated music fans.

Sergio de Pieri
Alison MacGregor
Cynthia Keenan
Meryl Hale
Bob Utber
Ron Povey

Formally the Murray River International Music Festival, the Mildura Summer Music
Festival has a long history of welcoming international artist, particularly Italian artists,
to Mildura to present a unique series of performances. Artist Director Sergio de Pieri
has a long-standing relationship with many Australian classical music festivals which
allows us to negotiate bringing International artists to Mildura, as they travel between
festivals.
The re-envisioned Summer Music Festival focuses on a a smaller number of intimate
concerts, spread spaciously over ten days, allowing audiences to find time to attend
more of the events.
The 2018 Festival featured ten internationally renowned Australia musicians with
performances held at some of Mildura’s most intimate and cool venues, including 27
Deakin, the MAC Foyer, Museum of Innocence and Wentworth Town Hall.
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Seraphim Trio performing at the museum of innocence

PERFORMANCES
MASSIMO SCATTOLN & ANDREA VETTORETTI
Internationally acclaimed guitarist and composers, together they performed Scattolin’s
arrangements for two guitars, of some of the greatest 20th century music about
intimacy, passion and humanity. Interspersed by a two-course meal prepared by
renowned cook Stefano de Pieriat 27 Deakin.
BLAIR HARRIS
A relaxing Sunday afternoon of Bach & beers in the Mildura Art Centre foyer, featuring
two of the most captivating masterpieces ever writer for solo cello.
LOTTE BETTS-DEAN & ANDREY LEBEDEV
Mezzo soprano and classical guitar performed by acclaimed Australian artist now based
in London, including the Australian premiere of ‘Gertrude Fragments’ written by Brett
Dean especially for Lotte & Andrey.
SERPAHIM TRIO
Helen Ayres (violin), Anna Goldsworthy (piano) and Tim Nankervis (cello) are a trio
steadfastly committed to chamber music- building contemporary repertoire, developing
new audiences and teaching the next generation of performers.
DUO LEONARDO
Elisabetta Ghebbioni (harp) and Andrea Dainese (flute) offered one of the richest
repertoires available in chamber music. Playing together for over 20 years, the exquisite
concert was presented in one of the best acoustic venue in the region, the Wentworth
Town Hall

Walk Wentworth Sing
May 2018

Committee and volunteer facilitators
Catherine Threlfall – Sunraysia Arts & Learning
Anne Hederics- Artback Australia
Walk Wentworth Sing is a flagship community event for Arts Mildura, growing in
participation and community relevance since its inception in 2014. The project brings
existing and emergent instrumentalists and choirs together in a series of free, mentored,
community and school workshops, culminating in a weekend of choral and instrumental
performances and a massed community music experience at the Wentworth Town Hall.
In 2018 Professional Choir Leaders and musicians, Jane Thompson and James Rigby
travelled from Castlemaine for free preliminary workshops for combined choirs, singers
and instrumentalists. They also performed and led the singing for the evening concert at
the Wentworth Town Hall.
This fantastic program brings together musicians from across the Sunraysia region in an
intergenerational, culturally diverse setting to inspire, transform and create exciting
musical experiences for the participants and audiences alike. It is particularly engaging
for the community as it involves a range of venues in Wentworth and a diversity of
choirs, instrumental groups, schools, and other groups.
The program provides access for regional residents to experience international quality
performing artists, and opportunities for local student musicians to gain experience by
working with professional music directors.
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In 2018 we saw the inclusion of 250 local school children accessing workshops, and
around 60 children performing in the event. There were over 200 musicians performing
in the concert, and there were 4 community workshops accessed by 150 community
singers and musicians, and audiences of around 500 throughout the concert. Local
musician and composer Merrilyn Air launched her new CD, and there was an art
exhibition presented by the Wentworth Makers.
Participating Choirs and Instrumental Groups
Sunraysia Drum Circle
Merrilyn Air
Gol Gol Community Band
Stray Notes
Sunny Street Singers
Burundian Singers
Sunraysia Community Choir
Students from 5 local schools
Burundian choir performing at Walk Wentworth Sing 2018

“..the growth and development of the women has been
phenomenal they have worked very hard and come a long
way in terms of advocacy and self- confidence. We truly
appreciate the very inclusive nature of the work being
undertaken.”
Florence Davidson, Executive Officer, Christie Centre
Gol Gol Community Band performing at Walk Wentworth Sing 2018
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