Welcome by AM chair
Welcome to all members of our community, AM stakeholders and art lovers
As I’m sure you all agree 2020 was an extremely significant year for all of us, even though we spent
much of it in lockdown.
In terms of AM activities I regret to that I don't have much to report as I would have liked to, given
that due to Covid -19 our exhibition space was closed for much of 2020.
Nevertheless, given the severe impact of the restriction of our program, the long pause in our
activities constituted, as it did for many organisations in our global community, an opportunity to reconsider our operation anew from a number of perspectives.
We replaced our in-house exhibitions and events with a series of installations in our front windows,
accessible only to passers-by. These installations maintained the momentum, albeit in a severely
restricted mode, that Arts Mildura had generated over the previous year, as they engaged our
community with challenging and relevant cultural commentary through the duration of both a
protracted severe health crisis as well as a complex social and political event
In early 2020, as a response to the unfolding situation, Director Gareth Hart commissioned local
artist and arts activist Rachel Kendrighan to curate a project that would address the issues arising for
artists through the unfolding of covid-19.
Its essence consisted in the gathering of the documented views and activities of seven Mildura artists
during the enforced isolation each of us endured, isolation from families, cultural centres like
Melbourne, Sydney, Adelaide, Ballarat and Bendigo and much of the world outside our homes.
The documentation gathered was exhibited in AM’s museum of innocence and was later published
as a compact catalogue, and of course precious documentation by local artists of a unique event.
But beyond these attempts to maintain our efforts to engage the community with transformative
experiences the AM board addressed issues of governance, of long-term planning and the
transformational evolution of AM, of its identity and its resulting brand.
The year ended with a compelling solo exhibition of the paintings of Heather Fairnie, inspired by her
visits to the Mallee.

This exhibition had been postponed twice due to the pandemic so its presentation was emblematic
of the recovery of both the community and of AM.
Towards the end of 2020 two events of great significance for our organization then occurred: the
first was the sale of the ADFA building, the home of the museum of innocence since 2016 and the
home of Arts Mildura since 2017. Though the sale of the building was not unexpected its eventuation
has posed for the board a number of challenges.
The second was the resignation of our Director, Gareth Hart, who after 20 months at the helm of AM,
moved on to a larger, city-based organization.
The board moved quickly to advertise for a new Director because we did not want to lose the postcovid momentum that through much effort we had begun to generate.
This process did not result in the outcome AM had anticipated but it did lead to a radical rethinking
of how the organization might best manage the opportunities that had opened up for us from the
upheaval 2020’s unforeseen events had created.
The unanimous decision was subsequently made by the board to appoint a team to plan and
present AM’s program, rather than an individual expected to take on a multitude of complex tasks.
To this end the Board both recruited and appointed the following part-time staff: a General Manager,
a Community Engagement/Marketing Officer and two Creative Producers to share the task of
generating a compelling program for 2021 and beyond.
The Board believes that the synergy generated by this team will lead to exciting and challenging
programs over the next few years.
I wish to thank all of our Board members for their dedication to the cause and for their commitment
to evolving AM to the next stage of its development.
In particular I want to thank two former AM board members; Secretary Marianne van Dijk for her
commitment to the task, her passion for all things AM and her efficiency and coherence as Secretary,
and former Deputy Chair Tony Alessi for his ongoing passion for the arts.
We currently face some significant issues, as most arts organizations all around the globe do, but
both our former Director Gareth Hart and the Board, through their hard work, insight and devotion
to Mildura’s community, have brought AM from a position of open-ended questioning as to its future
to one of confidence and enthusiastic optimism.
We look forward to the opportunities that the next period will bring to AM in its commitment to
present both Mildura and its regional communities with art experiences that both challenge and
fulfil.
A very special thanks to our former Director Gareth Hart and his staff Sarah Newell and Bridget
Chappell, for the excellent program they presented in 2020, to our major funding body Creative
Victoria and to our ongoing supporters and patrons Ross Lake, Tasco Petroleum and the Chalmers
Family.
Domenico de Clario
Arts Mildura Chair

DIRECTOR’S REPORT
2020 a year of unprecedented change
2020 will be remembered as the year that the unprecedented COVID-19 pandemic spread across the
globe and altered every aspect of our lives; our relationships with one another, our neighbours overseas,
and our inner selves.
Arts Mildura’s survival, like other community arts organisations around the country, depends largely on the
strength of its engagement with the local community. Acknowledgment of this crucial relationship is written
into the fabric of Arts Mildura’s strategic material and it’s organisational ethos.
It’s not necessary for me to go into the details of the challenges that AM was met with last year, or to report
on how the organisation responded to the startlingly disruptive threat to our wellbeing, the health of our
bodies and our minds, and our social and cultural networks; our Chair has provided this insight in his
annual welcome.
2020 put Arts Mildura through it’s paces, changing all the rules, throwing the board and staff into state of
continuous upheaval, it’s a remarkable testament to the courage of Arts Mildura’s stakeholders who met
every challenge as an opportunity for critical thinking; re-visioning this period as an time for adaptation and
renewal.
In 2020 Arts Mildura provided the local community with access to exhibitions of local and invited artists
from across the country and supported our auspiced events through a period when blanket cancellations
of programs were unavoidable and commonplace throughout the arts sector.
Through clever re-adaptation, Arts Mildura was able to respond to the crisis by reaching out to artists in
lockdown and giving them a platform on which to express their response to the pandemic through art, as
well as providing crucial access to professional development opportunities to create a pathway into the
future.
2021 is now upon us and with it another set of challenges and opportunities. We go forward with a greater
awareness of our hidden strengths but also our fragility. The next four years will be guided by a new
strategic plan, and it’s wonderful timing too, as we look to put to practice all that has been learnt through
this global crisis, build on the relationships which have sustained us, and share the excitement of a new
chapter in Arts Mildura’s history with our community.
Riley Davison
Executive Director

2020 was a challenging year for Arts Mildura. Over the twelve months, we like many had to suspend
our gallery program not once, but twice due to Covid-19 government forced lockdown restrictions.
The First show of the year But Will was only open for one week before we had to close the doors.
Other shows that were scheduled for 2020 are still to be realised. To continue on and explore other
possible platforms of visual exposure for artists MIM created the window space In Real Life (IRL), a
counter point to our lives moved into the screen space of zoom!
73 Opportunities provided to creative practitioners
15 individual performances through our creative festival program
10 curated exhibitions through our creative program
2 workshops offered through our learning program
1 lecture/symposium delivered through our engagement program
1 festival produced before lockdown
(total of events produced through our programming for the community!)
41 Volunteers
2570 hours volunteered by the community
1.85 FTE staff members
80% of our audience are local to Mildura
9% of our audience are from Melbourne
11% of our audience are from interstate or overseas
3 artist studios activated throughout the year
9 community artists / leaders supported with subsidised studio space
1180 subscribers to our newsletter database
5617 social media followers
9651 website views
6000 patrons engaging in our creative program
5 pieces of programming dedicated to First Nations artists
3 pieces of programming dedicated to emerging artists
9 pieces of programming dedicated to CALD community artists
1 piece of Festival programming is dedicated to LGBTQIAS&B+ artists
28 pieces of programming dedicated to female identifying artists

Domenico de Clario - Chair
Dr Tony Alessi - Deputy Chair
Marianne van Dijk - Secretary
Rachel White - Treasurer
Di Mann-Povey - Website
Sonja Hodge Artist

Gareth Hart - Executive Director
Sarah Newall - Creative Producer
Bridget Chappell - Project / venue coordinator
Sue Chapman - Bookkeeper

Mildura Writers Festival
Paul Kane (Artistic Director)
Stefano di Pieri (Chair)
Donata Carrazza (Festival Director)
Win Scott
Helen Healey
Judi Harris
Brenda Brodie
Jessica Cornish
Maree Jones

Gallery F
Ann Hayward
Jennifer Matthews
Eunice Wake
Win Moser
Mel Castleman
Val Robinson
Donna Williams
Kerryn Sylvia
Bob Jankowski
Jayne Bawden

From Italy With Love
ASergio de Pieri Artistic
Director
Alison MacGregor Chair
Cynthia Keenan
Meryl Hale
Stefano de Pieri

Mildura Contemporary
Practice
Domenico de Clario Chair
Helen Vivian
Sonja Hodge

Mildura Fringe
Bek Tankard
Russell Lamattina
Rach Kendrigan
Morgan Appleby

Walk Wentworth Sing
Anne Hederics
Catherine Threlfell

The full 2020 exhibition program, held within the museum of innocence, consisted of:
But Will: March 1-15
To co-inside with woman's day But Will has been designed in response to alarming statistics of domestic
violence and gender inequality within the Mallee region. Currently Mildura has the third highest rate of reported
domestic violence cases in Victoria.
HOME2020: July 2-25
Arts Mildura was excited to announce the first exhibition post covid-19 stage 2 lock down, home2020. Arts
Mildura commissioned 8 local artists to create work in direct response to the lived experience of enforced
isolation by the Victorian Government which came into effect 25th March 2020.
These artists include: Domenico de Clario, Sian Harris, Filomena Coppola, Luci Callipari-Marcuzzo, Anjelie Beyer,
Anne Spudvilas, Oli Gasperini, and Rachel Kendrigan (writing)
Through the mediums of photography and the written word, the project asked artists to interrogate their
current home environment. Each artist was asked to capture 1 photograph per day for 20 consecutive days,
and write 20 words to accompany each photograph.
These reflections (both photographic and written) where exhibited as the ‘relaunch’ exhibition when it was safe
to reopen the museum of innocence Mildura. This exhibition has now been archived in a catalogue publication.
Elusive Synthesis: December
Heather Fairnie's delicate and beautiful monoprints and iridescent monochromatic paintings both reveal what
is layered and what is a complicated connection in an inherited ‘witness’ to the greater Mallee. She writes "From
near – by rivers and desert country, the wind traverses over ancient clay, around the Mallee trees, porcupine
grass and blackwood trees. Reaching out, the warm presence and trace of momentum is all around like spirit.
l believe I can see the winds form. Wind, water, sun, leave their trace across clay and salt, the cosmos lingers
above as witness to country.
There is something about the nature of space and the space of nature: both have an intelligence, an elusive
synthesis, all prevailing."
Greater mallee national parks 2019
Heather Fairnie
(IRL) In Real Life:
15-20 August: Susan Dimasi (fashion)
22-27 August: Josh Taylor (sculpture/painting)
29 August – 3 September – ArtRageUs artists (weaving & drawing)
5-17 September: Geoff Brown / Gareth Hart (mixed media)
Second round
24-September – 8 October Luci Callipari-Marcuzzo, Ann Callipari and Christian Marcuzzo (textiles)
8-29 October Students from Sunraysia TAFE (weaving)
30 October – 12 November Sara Hancock (mixed media)
12 -24 November Kerryn Sylvia (sculpture)

Gallery F is a volunteer run initiative, as part of the Arts Mildura visual art program. Gallery F seeks to
support local artists and crafts people in their creative journey. They aim to develop opportunities for
building artists skills and knowledge through exhibition opportunities, workshops and professional
development. The space is welcoming of artists in all stages of their careers.
In 2019 Gallery F presented 14 exhibitions, supporting over 40 local artists, many through their first
exhibition experiences.
Postcards to Her | Group Show
March
You are invited to be part of this exhibition which will coincide with international woman's day 2020.
Exhibit a postcard size work as a homage to a woman of any age from any time past, present, future
that has touched your life in some way. It might be someone that you know, someone close,
someone that you have never meet.....
Kerryn Finch | Tangible Memory
March
Cairo Loy | Fools and Ghouls
March
My first solo exhibit is made up of works both old and new. What you see here is a mixture of past
projects I have kept from my undergrad days, as well as new projects I have been working on for the
last few months leading up to this exhibition. There is no singular theme running throughout this
show, but they are inevitably linked by the re-occurrence of unsavoury creatures and environments.
Some inspired by religion and pop-culture, while other works, even to me remain a mystery as to why
or they came to fruition.
Stacy Byers | Kurlika Nhuungku
July
My work comes from a place of trauma and a longing for healing.
It pans across my entire adult life.
It is representative of wanting to be well but juggling the intricacies of living with mental and chronic
illnesses.
Kurlika Nhuungku is a Paakantyi term for Wild Woman. Kurlika Nhuungku: Ten years of Madness is a
physical manifestation of my illnesses and journey to wellness.

Project Overview
This is a one-off test run residency program to prepare for the upcoming grant application
to Regional Arts Victoria to fund an artist-in-residency (AIR) program at Arts Mildura next
year. Gippsland-based sound artist Lou Wheeler applied through an EOI to do a 2-3 week
test pilot program. The AIR was based in a caravan off the grid, in the bush surrounds of the
Mildura billabong. The project coordinator has gathered feedback from Lou to streamline
the AIR operation, and discussing the future of the program's goal's and sustainability.
Artist-in-residence: Lou Wheeler
Residency dates: 5-22 October
The primary outcome of this project is the creative development of new work, and the
learning and reflecting involved in doing so. Depending on the nature of the work and the
experimentation, further outcomes may include site specific exhibition/performance of the
work made.
Lou Wheeler
Diary entry 1
Friday October 2
A Brand New Town and a Brand New Heat
This time begins with a whirlwind of change. Friday and Saturday were spent settling in and
familiarising with the surroundings, and the dramatic change in climate.
It has been quite some time since I felt heat like this - heat that oozes from the very air. It
took two days for my body to adjust, to accept this change.

From September 2020, Arts Mildura offered two professional development workshops to local
artists and creatives via zoom. The two online workshops covered arts grants and alternative
funding. This was the start of a series of workshops that was to bring leaders and innovators from
around Australia to Mildura, to connect with and support local artists. Due to Covid-19 these two
workshops had to go online.
#01. Arts Grants: Navigating the Funding Landscape
What funding is out there? (a lot) How do I craft a strong application? (we’ll show you) Should I
apply? (yes!)
Thursday, 3 September 2020, 7-8PM.
panelists:
Loraine Little
Gareth Hart
Jane Polkinghorne
You might not know it, but a world of funding opportunities exist for artists like you. Some are
aimed specifically at practitioners based in the Mallee; some for regional artists all over Victoria;
some are nationwide.
We’ll talk through writing, reviewing, and delivering grants from the perspective of artists, review
boards, and funding bodies. With an eye to demystifying the process, this workshop seeks to
connect artists of the Mallee with the opportunities designed to support your projects.
#02. What If Money Wasn’t The Currency?
Wednesday 30 September 2020 7-8pm
Covid-19 has meant a huge loss of revenue, funding, opportunities, and access to audiences for
artists. If art is, however, something we can’t imagine ourselves not doing – what next? In this panel
discussion we will explore models and motivations for making art – without money as the currency.
Register here, and meet our panelists:
panelists:
Creatrix Tiara
Debby Maziarz
Mitch Jones
Can an arts practice survive, let alone sustain exponential growth? How does an artistic work
change if a large or intimate audience sees it, and whether or not they paid for it? How does
demographic ‘box ticking’ force artists to represent themselves to potential buyers and funders?
What work do you make for financial reward? What work do you make for other reasons? What
other currencies are at play in your artistic practice?

Across summer 2020, From Italy With Love (now the Murray River Music Festival) presented five
exceptional concerts around the Mildura region. The program featured Australian and
International artists.

The full program comprised:
Concert 1 27 Deakin
Solo Harp with two course dinner at Stefanos
Elisabetta Ghebbioni (solo harp)
Concert 2 Mildura Arts Centre Theatre
A program that explores life, and the journeys that fill its course, including Shauntai Batzki's
recently commissioned song cycle of "crossing to the otherside, from dreaming to knowing,
exploring elements of the deep sea, eternal voice, promised lands and perfect love"
Shauntai Batzke (soprono)
Stefan Cassomenos (piano)
Monica Curro (violin)
Michelle Wood (cello)
Allison Macgregor (violin)
Caitlin Macgregor (viola)
James Huckson (double bass)
Concert 3 Wentworth Hall
Paolo Tagliamneto (violin)
Massimo Scattolin (guitar)
Concert 4 Mildura Arts Centre Theatre
Sergio de Pieri (piano)
Concert 5 St Margarets Anglican Church
Flinder Quartet
Thibaud Pavlovic-Hobba (violin)
Wilma Smith (violin)
Helen Ireland (viola)
Zoe Knighton (cello)

Throughout 2020, we continued to operate as a community hub for arts, creativity and
place-based practice. Our premises at 31-33 Deakin Avenue, Mildura is generously
provided in-kind by our patrons Ross Lake and Vikki Lake.
Within the building, Arts Mildura operates the museum of innocence (contemporary art
and performance gallery), as well as supporting Gallery F to curate and manage two
community galleries. Further, we see the transformation of six small spaces into creative
studios and incubators.
Throughout the year, we continued to offer subsidised access to flexible studio space to
local artists and creative working spaces for community projects.
As the building has been for sale these last few years we have been on a flexible month by
month lease agreement. In April it was announced that the building was finally sold.

Via short,-term, long-term and project based activation of the building, we were thrilled to
support the follow artists and community leaders, and welcome them into the Arts Mildura
building family:
Studios
SianLee Harris
Kaneesha Petersen
Josh Taylor
Office Space
Food Next Door
Cultivator

Our marketing campaign and reach continues to grow, as we connect with new communities, new
artists and new audiences.
Highlights of our 2020 marketing campaign include:
- Continued development of Art Mildura's visual identity, working with designer Hineani Roberts
- Printing the 6 month Arts Mildura program - Season 1 Brochure 2020
- Increased social media reach across Facebook, Instagram and Twitter
- Growth of our e-news subscriber base
- Complete re-edit of the website during lockdown to improve visitor navigation

The marketing figures:
- Facebook Followers: 3085 total across all profiles
- Instagram followers: 1871 total across all profiles
- twitter followers: 661

Arts Mildura continues to play a vital role within the broader Mallee community, being the most
active and dynamic community arts organisation within the region.
Our creative program spans visual art, performance, music and cultural development, and with a
remit to 'transform our community', it is important to reflect upon our social and cultural impact.
Through a rigorous evaluation of our ongoing program, Arts Mildura has been able to gather the
following data from audiences across our festival program:

Audience and Artist responses to our window display during lockdown
It gave the community exposure to art when there was no other way to have an art experience.
Artist's were paid to participate in a small exhibition, after a very difficult year.
The Koorie Cultural Centre let us know that from the weaving exhibition they got numerous
inquirers for the TAFE course for 2021. They were thrilled with the outcome for the students in
the exhibition and for the in coming enquiries.

The Residency Program
The brand new residency program gave one artist an amazing and rewarding solo experience at
the billabong. Rained in for a couple of days on the impassable dirt roads they had an even
more isolated and remote experience in one of the most beautiful spots in Mildura.
They reflected on there time on the residency as one of the most rewarding and special times of
their life.

In 2020, we received a range of government, private sector and community support to realise
and deliver our ambitious program. We literally could not achieve all that we do, without the
support of these wonderful organisations and people. Our sincere thanks to one and all.
A huge thank you goes out to our funders, sponsors and financial supporters:

Creative Victoria
TASCO Inland
Mildura Rural City Council
Mildura City Heart
BayWa R.E.
Regional Arts Victoria
Creative Partnerships Australia
Simon & Dion Abrahams
AESOP
U.S. Consulate
Department Premier and Cabinet
Mildura District Aboriginal Services
Devillees Air Conditioning
Victorian Multicultural Commission
GTS Freight
Duxton Vineyards

Premier Art Supplies
La Trobe University
Premier Art Supplies Mildura
John Mills & Suzanne Crowe
Barb Bunting
Nicolas Brasch
Lisa Gorton
Bernadette Edmanson
Sandy & Dion Abrahams
Bruno & Anne Moras
Keith & Jan Richards
Margaret Wilson
Win Scott
Don Carrazza
Frank & Robyn Hofmann
St Joseph's College

And of course invaluable and significant in-kind support from:
TASCO Inland
Chalmers Wine
The Art Vault
Lake Tyrell Salt Company
Sunraysia Sustainability Network
Food Next Door
Mulberry Tree Playgroup
350 Mallee
Tschirpig Lane Traders
Stefano's Cafe & Restaurant
Mallee Pride

Park Douglas Printing
GAF hire
Vanessa White
SMECC
ABC Mildura Swan Hill
Sunraysia Daily
Mildura Weekly
National Australia Bank
Sunraysia Daily
Sunnyland Press
Prime
Mildura Club

Australian Garlic Producers
Australian Vintage
Vittoria Coffee
Gary Davis Illustration & Design
Admedia
Mildura Equipment and Party Hire
One Stop Wholesaler
Writers Victoria
Quality Hotel Mildura Grand
Mildura Rowers Club
Collins Booksellers

But Will

home2020

in real life(IRL)

Arts Mildura acknowledges the first people of the MillewaMallee as the traditional custodians of the lands on which
we work and operate. We pay our respects to elders from
this community, and offer our thanks for ongoing care and
custrodianship of these lands and waters.
Their sovereignty has never been ceded.
Alwasy was, always will be, Aboriginal land.

